
FROM PASTOR DAVE..…. using a Credit card or Debit card.  Whether you are using 
these options on a regular basis, or whether you are 
using them when you are unable to be in worship – your 
generosity IS making a difference. Because of the faithful 
giving of all who are part of this congregation, we are 
able to continue to be a positive and life-giving presence 
within our community and the world!  Your gifts DO make 
a difference! 
 
For those of you who are still wondering if electronic 
giving is the way to go, I would like to share with you a 
few more testimonies of those who are already making 
use of our electronic giving options: 
 
“I believe it is the best way to give.  There is nothing to 
remember when you do it this way, when life is so busy.   
My dad always put giving to the church, our community in 
faith, a priority.  It is a very necessary thing to do....”   
Colleen Vinkemeier 
 
“Several years ago we started using Simply Giving.  
Before that time, our bi-monthly offerings were the first 
check we would write based on income.  Occassionally 
we would forget the offering at home.  We would try to 
bring it the next Sunday.  When we learned more about 
Simply Giving it seemed a logical decision because we 
desired to maintain a dedicated giving pattern based on 
10% of income, and having the money withdrawn from 
our account was a very fine, simple choice!  Simply 
Giving is surely giving simply!”  - Mark Nelson 
 
“It was very simple to set up – just called Bonnie [in the 
church office] and gave her the details over the phone 
and she took care of it all.  The convenience is great….”  
- Steve and Sandy Niklaus 
 
And for those of you who DO give your offerings 
electronically – please remember to grab one of the 
green “I Gave Electronically” cards on the usher cabinet, 
located to your left as you enter the sanctuary, so that 
you can fully participate in the offering portion of our 
worship services. 
 
Why “songs” instead of “hymns”? 
That question came my way recently – why do we refer 
to hymns as songs, and not as hymns?  Basically, it’s all 
about HOSPITALITY!   We don’t use the word “hymn” 
because a lot of people don’t have any idea what a 
“hymn” is – but they do know what a “song” is!   It’s the 
same reason we no longer call our Gathering Area the 
“narthex” --- it is about being a “welcoming place” to all! 
 
Something for which I WOULD wear Purple! 
October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  
National Purple Thursday is October 20th!   Domestic 
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is also 
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www.stjohns-

annandale.org. 

A Call to Prayer and Discernment 
Over the next couple of weeks, I would like to invite you to 
join me, and your leaders in prayer as we seek to discern 
clarity in how we might best live into our mission: “to 
experience, live and share the love of Jesus Christ” in 2017.  
To do so, I would invite you to read and reflect on the 
following Scripture passages:  

• John 15:12 

• Matthew 25:34-40 

• Matthew 22: 37-39 

• 1 John 3:18 

• 1 John 4:7-8 

• 1 John 4: 19-20 

• 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

• Romans 13:10 

• Galatians 5:14 

• Ephesians 4:16-19 
 
As you prayerfully reflect on these verses – do so asking 
yourself the following question: “What can we do, together 
as a congregation, to better teach, model and embody 
Christ’s love for neighbor, self, world and God in the 
coming year?   Ask God to open your eyes to what God is 
already doing within our congregation, our community and 
our world – ask God to where God is leading us in the 
future – ask God to lay on your heart how we, together, 
might more effectively “experience, live and share the love 
of Jesus Christ” in the coming year.   And then share what 
God is laying on your hearts by writing down your ideas and 
placing them in the drop slot by the church office on or 
before October 16th so that the Council can review your 
ideas at our Council meeting on the 17th. 
 
Our goal is to formulate some “Congregational Ministry 
Goals” prior to working on the 2017 Budget, so that 
hopefully the Ministry Goals can guide not only our 
budgeting process, but also our mission and ministry in the 
year ahead. 
 
Financial Update 
Thank you for your continued and faithful support of this 
ministry called St. John’s!!!  I am happy to report that 
through August we remain in the black – but that is due to 
the fact that we began the year with a $20,000 balance.  
Our balance now is less than $4,000.  But we are now 
entering what has traditionally been our most generous 
giving months – so I am confident that we will end the year 
strong (as is the tradition here at St. John’s).   
 
Thank you to all of you who are making use of our 
alternative giving options: Simply Giving and Online Giving 

continued on page 2 
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violence is real – it’s a problem that is affecting people all around us (even in our churches).   We need to do what we can 
to educate ourselves, to provide people resources, and to help people get out of violent, abusive situations.  “Domestic 
violence thrives when we are silent; but if we take a stand and work together, we can end domestic violence.”   For more 
information, please Google Domestic Violence Awareness Month, or if you yourself are in need, contact the Domestic 
Violence Hotline at: 1-866-223-1111. 
Did You Know? 
Did you know that approximately 4000 youth in Minnesota are without a safe place to sleep on ANY given night???   If 
that concerns you… if that is something that grabs your heart … I encourage you to check out what Lutheran Social 
Services of Minnesota is doing about this issue, and how you could help.  Go to www.lssmn.org  or follow LSS on 
Facebook at facebook.com/lssmn. 
Some Personal Celebrations 
On September 30th I entered into a new decade of life – turning the BIG 6-0!   I give thanks for the gift of each new day, 
and for each new year – and my prayer, as we sing, is always: “Take, oh, take me as I am.  Summon out what I shall be.  
Set Your seal upon my heart, and live in me!” 
 
The other personal celebration is that our oldest daughter finally completed her Doctorate in Clinical Psychology – she is 
now officially “Dr. Katie Holter.”   She graduated on October 1st – but had already begun “practicing” at MCP in the Twin 
Cities.   It’s been a LONG haul for her – eleven years post high school – but we are so proud of her (as we are of all our 
children) and what she has achieved! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Dave 

cont’d from pg. 1 

UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP READINGS   
October 2 –  The Promise of Passover   
                             Exodus 12:1-13; 13:1-8 
October 9 –   Golden Calf   Exodus 32:1-14 
October 16 – God Answers Hannah     
                             1 Samuel 1:9-11, 19-20; 2:1-10 
October 23 – God’s Promise to David   
                             2 Samuel 7:1-17 
October 30 -  God’s Care for the Widow    
                             1 Kings 17:1-6 [17-24]  

“ALL ARE WELCOME” BIBLE STUDY All (young and old, 
men and women, members and nonmembers) are invited 
to participate in a discussion of the Bible story that is going 
to be read in worship the following Sunday.  We meet on 
Thursday evenings at 7pm.    

CEMETERY ITEMS REMOVED  A reminder from the Cemetery Committee that all artificial flowers, flower pots, 
and other items should be removed from the cemetery by October 1st.  Thank you. 

SAVE THE DATE:   
Join us on Saturday,  
October 15, 2016 at 2pm at St. John’s -  
for a celebration of Pastor Tom  
Heyd’s 50th Anniversary of  
Ordination.  

CROW RIVER CONFERENCE MUSIC FESTIVAL  Our conference is hosting a music festival on Sunday, October 
16th at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Dassel beginning at 3pm.   The program will feature musicians from con-
gregations of our Conference, and the purpose of the gathering is to raise awareness of our Conferences partner-
ship with the Umngeni Circuit of our Companion Synod: the Southeastern Diocese of the Lutheran Church of 
Southern Africa.  Pastor Grady St. Dennis, who serves as the Director of Church Relations and Chaplain at Gus-
tavus, will share about our partnership as part of the afternoon’s program. All are invited! 

MY NEIGHBOR IS A MUSLIM  You are invited to join us 
at 7pm on Tuesdays, October 4th, 18th and 25th as we 
work through the study: “My Neighbor is Muslim”.   You 
can pick up a copy of the study in the Church office, or 
you can go to the Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota 
website – and download the study from there.   All are 
welcome! TANZANIA BISHOP TO BE IN THE TWIN CITIES 

Newly elected Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Tanzania: Frederick Shoo will be coming to 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Brooklyn Park, MN. 
on Sunday, October 23rd at 9:30am.   Being that we have 
a connection to Tanzania through our Matamba Mission, 
we wanted to share this information with any who may 
be interested in attending. 

MN ADULT&TEEN CHALLENGE CHOIR AT ST.JOHN’S 
On Sunday, October 2nd, we will once again host the choir 
– and they will be sharing their powerful witness to the 
power of God’s love to heal and restore – through word 
and song – at both of our worship services.   Please share 
the word and invite others to join you that Sunday.   We 
will have extra goodies after each service – providing op-
portunities for us to interact with the members of the choir 
on a more personal level.  A freewill offering will be re-
ceived that Sunday to support the important work of MN 
Adult and Teen Challenge.   Checks can be made out to 
St. John’s Lutheran – simply note that it’s for the MN Adult 
and Teen Challenge Choir.   
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TEC WEEKENDS  Youth interested in attending a Teens Encounter Christ weekend, or serving on a TEC 
Team, are encouraged to check out the Metro TEC website at: www.mmltec.org or talk to Jenny Aleckson or 
Pastor Dave. 

From Pastor Tom’s Desk...  
 

50th Ordination Anniversary 
October 15th, 2:00 PM 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 

I invite you to come and celebrate 50 years of abundant grace in ministry with me. This is not a time to honor 
Tom, but a time to give thanks for the privilege of serving and a time to celebrate what we have been able to 
do together. 
 
Western smart-alecky farm boys would find a box turtle and put it on a cedar fence post.  It was cruel to those 
little creatures.  You knew as you drove by and saw those little legs flailing that this turtle did not get there by 
itself.  
 
I have not gotten to 50 years of ministry by myself.  God’s goodness and grace has called it, the Holy Spirit 
has empowered it and along the way wonderful people like you have made it possible.   
 
Join my family and me as we celebrate together. 
 
Pastor Tom 
INDNJC 

“I Give Electronically” cards are now available at the Usher Cart - please place in the offering plate. 

60TH ANNIVERSARY OF LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY/ST. CLOUD  2016 marks the 60th anniversary of Lu-
theran Campus Ministry serving Saint Cloud State University!  In August, 2015, Pastor Courtney Young became 
the new campus pastor.  She was given the challenge, honor, and joy of finding a new way of life for Lutheran 
Campus Ministry (since their connection with, and the ministry of University Lutheran, had ended).  Today, Luther-
an Campus Ministry in St. Cloud does not have a building, nor an office, but rather meets with students in the stu-
dent center, the library, the cafeteria, wherever students are gathered.   They hold a weekly Bible study in Garvey 
and meet up at the Caribou Coffee in Atwood to chat.   Even though their form has changed, their purpose has not 
– they continue to be passionate about sharing Jesus with young adults.  Their new purpose statement reads:  
“We are a safe community at St. Cloud State University that welcomes, loves, and affirms others as we walk hum-
bly with God on our spiritual journey.”   In the words of Pastor Young:  “Young adults need trusted companions as 
they navigate what it means to follow Jesus in an uncertain landscape.  I am honored that I get to be one of those 
trusted companions.”    
 In 2015 we gave a Benevolence gift to Lutheran Campus Ministry/St. Cloud State.   We received this thank 
you:  “Dear members of St. John’s Lutheran Church,  I want to thank you for your recent support of Lutheran Cam-
pus Ministry in St. Cloud.  We are living through a defining time in our ministry.  Your gifts give the students and I 
the freedom to dream with God about faith and life at SCSU.  It means a lot that we move forward with the support 
of our sisters and brothers in Christ.   In faith, hope, and love,  Pastor Courtney Young 
 Let us continue to pray for Pastor Courtney, for Lutheran Campus Ministry at St. Cloud, and for Lutheran 
Campus Ministry throughout our state! 

10TH GRADERS 
Our 10th Graders will have their last Wednesday gathering from 
7:30 – 8:30pm on Wednesday October 5th and also Sunday,  
October 9th (if needed) as they prepare for the Rite of Confirma-
tion at the end of October.   A reminder that by October 2nd , all 
Tenth Graders should have completed their meetings with their 
mentors, and turned in their faith statements, their information 
sheets (including their Confirmation Bible Verse), their gown 
measurements, fee, etc. 

55 PLUS  Our Next 55 Plus Event will 
be held on Tuesday, October 18th at 
11:45am at Lu’s Café.  We hope that you 
will make every effort to attend as we will 
be planning future fellowship events. 
Drop off ideas at the Welcome Center, or 
come with ideas of what you would like 
St. John’s to offer for our older members.  
Lunch is on your own.  All are welcome! 
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MANY THANKS   
• To all who helped serve the luncheon after the funeral for Carole Hausken. 
• To the Outreach Team for coordinating our “God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday” projects out at Camp Courage 

and to all who participated! 
• To all those who are serving as D-Way guides, pizza servers, Sunday school teachers, helpers, and as substi-

tutes; and to all parents who are taking an active role in this process – we couldn’t “pass on the faith” without 
you! 

• To all those who have served on our Lawn Mowing Teams this summer.  Thanks for all your faithful and hard 
work, and to Al Gunderson for keeping the lawn mowers working! 

• To Bonnie, Lisa and Jenny for serving lunch for our Crow River Conference Pastor’s Gathering here in  
      September. 
• To all who are serving as New Member Sponsors. 
• To the Outreach Team for organizing and serving the New Member Gathering luncheon. 
• To Amy Miller for doing a fantastic job on the new St. John’s Endowment brochure. 
• To Dan Lindquist for volunteering his electrical skills as we hooked up the White House to city water and  
       sewer – and thanks to Ed Mader for all the work he did gathering bids, and overseeing the project. 
• To Lonnie Baack, Stan Hillestad, Ron Johnson and Dan Nelson (hope we didn’t miss anyone else) for their 

work repairing and upgrading the storage shed; and to Duane Sprague who will be painting the structure. 

J.O.L.T. (JOY OF LEARNING TOGETHER)    Our Adult Education classes meet in the Li-
brary from 9:30am to 10:15am.   All are welcome! 
October 2 –  NO CLASS – Opportunity to engage members of the MN Adult and Teen Challenge 
Choir in conversation, and to enjoy some special “treats”. 
October 9 –  Rob Bell video: “Corner” - Why is it that often when we get 
     what we want, we still feel empty?” 

October 16 – Rob Bell video: “Kickball” - Why can’t we always have what we want? 
October 23 – Rob Bell video: “Rain” -Things don’t always work out the way we want them to. 
October 30 – Rob Bell video: “You” -Some of the central claims of the Christian faith are the 
 source of many discussions and heated debates.  But are we always debating the 
 right things?” 

You are invited to 
gather with us in 

the Library at 
9:30am for some 
good discussion 
about matters of 
faith and life.  All 

are welcome! 

ENDOWMENT  It’s that time of the year again.  The Endowment Team invites you to consider worthy minis-
tries both within our congregation and beyond, both local and global, that could use a small financial grant 
from our Endowment Fund.   These ministries should fit with our mission as a congregation, and should help 
us to enhance our mission and outreach.   Here is a “thank you” in regards to two previous grants: 
      “ Hello Endowment Committee! 
Please accept this humble thank you.  Your gift of $200 purchased fans for the gentlemen at Sunset Ridge – 
and with this hot summer the fans helped 5-6 rooms become more comfortable.   Your gift of $100 [helped] 
pay for the Fall Gathering of the Crow River [Conference] speaker: Pastor Kevin Doely.   As President of 
Crow River [Women of the ELCA] I’ve been trying to increase interest with wonderful speakers… they are so 
expensive!   God bless you all for your kindness.   Mary Iverson” 
 Grant applications are now available at the Welcome Desk, and are to be completed and returned by 
Sunday, November 6th.    The Endowment Team will be meeting on Wednesday, November 16th, to review 
the applications and to award grants.  Their recommendations would then go to the Church Council for final 
approval. 
It is because people have been generous in giving to our Endowment that we are even able to give out these 
grants.   Thus, we are grateful for each and every gift given to our St. John’s Endowment Fund.   Please 
know that any gift given to the Endowment, large or small, is a gift that will keep on giving!   Such gifts allow 
us to support worthwhile ministries within and beyond our congregation!   We hope that you will consider in-
cluding the St. John’s Endowment in your Estate Planning.   

D-WAY SCHEDULE FOR 7-9TH GRADERS: 
October 5th – Exodus 32:1-14      Golden Calf 
October 12th – 1 Samuel 1:9-11, 19-20; 2:1-10    God  
 Answers Hannah 
October 19th – No Class (MEA)          
October 26th – Food Collection (5-8th) and Confirmation 
 Banquet (9th Graders Serving) 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
October 2nd - Sunday School 
October 9th - Sunday School 
October 16th - Sunday School 
October 23rd - NO Sunday School - MEA 
October 30th - Sunday School 
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GRIEF GROUP-ALL ARE WELCOME  If you are grieving the loss of a loved one, you are invited to come to 
our grief support group, which is facilitated by Linda Hall, Bereavement Coordinator of Heartland Hospice. 
The next meeting will be held on October 13th at 3:00pm in the Library. If you have any questions, please 
contact the church office. 

Please remember to contact the church office to check out any church equipment - Thank You! 

PRECIOUS GIFTS PRESCHOOL   
Annual Spaghetti Dinner – Precious Gifts Fundraiser      

Date has changed to:  Sunday, October 16, 2016, 11:30 am – 2:00 pm  
at the Fellowship Hall of St John’s Lutheran Church 

With: Silent Auction, fun for the kids and great fellowship!  I hope you, your families and 
neighbors plan to attend.   

If you would like to donate food to the dinner we have a sign-up sheet in the gathering area. We need sauce, 
lettuce, bread, small tomatoes, cucumbers, Italian dressing, ranch dressing, butter, dessert and hamburger. 

MATAMBA UPDATE   A message from Father Albert Mligo… “Father Mbiche has arrived home after his trip to 
your country for three months!  He is full of power and energy. Thanks be to God for the safe trip. At his arri-
val, he gave me an envelope from St John’s with $1,000. I was very, very happy and I am very thankful for 
your financial support.  I will now pay the bills for the reconstruction of the water catchment  that was de-
stroyed in the heavy rains this spring. Again, thank you very much and may God continue to bless you all! I 
wish you all the best – Yours, Father Albert.” 
      This is the water from the mountain that supplies water for the hospital, church and school which Terri and 
I saw last year.  He also shares this water with the people of the Matamba village as the government water 
project has not yet  been completed. Every day when we were there, we saw a line of people with buckets 
waiting at the church for their clean daily water. Without these repairs, people were forced to carry dirty water 
from streams a distance away.  
Thank you for your support of this basic need for the Matamba community- Mona Volden 

FAITH MILESTONES  October 9th – First Communion Meeting for Parents.  A brief meeting will be 
held immediately following each worship service for all parents of children/youth who wish to begin 
communing.  Here at St. John’s the decision for when a child/youth begins receiving Holy Commun-
ion rests with the parents; but we encourage that ALL children begin communing no later than 3rd 
grade.  At this meeting parents will receive a book to read through and discuss with their child(ren)/
youth in preparation for the First Communion Class on Saturday, October 29th. If you have any 
questions, please contact our CYF Director, Jenny or Pastor Dave.  
October 29th – All youth who are preparing for their First Communion, AND THEIR PARENTS, will gather from 9am 
to no later than 11am to make communion bread and to discuss the meaning of Holy Communion for our lives as 
Christians. 

GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS.  
Again in 2016 we had a great day of 

service.  Approximately 60 people par-
ticipated in the event.  Thanks to all of 
you who showed God’s Work in the 
world through our hands.  Ideas for 
2017?   Please let Outreach know. 
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Do you winter down south?  Remember to let the office 
know your winter address and return date—we can ei-

ther mail you the monthly newsletter or e-mail it to you.   

EMAIL If you would like to receive the newsletter and/or 
weekly bulletin and announcements as an e-mail just let 
the office know at ldietrich-blocker@stjohns-
annandale.org.  It works great and is very cost-effective!     
CHANGING ADDRESS:  MOVING AWAY?? 
    For every piece of returned mail or updated address 
we are charged a .57 fee from the post office. In addition, 
for those who will be moving and are leaving the area 
permanently,  please notify the office at 274-8827.  Thank you.   

IN NEED OF PRAYER? 
People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you --
- in times of joy, and in times of need.  To activate this 
prayer ministry please contact the church office.   Only 
the information you choose to share will be passed on to 
the Prayer Ministry participants.   But please understand 
that if you are calling on behalf of another person, in 
order to respect the right of privacy, and for the sake of 
confidentiality, you must have that individual’s 
permission before we can activate the prayer ministry 
and pray for them by name.   
Also, please know that our prayer ministry is ALWAYS 
open to additional participants.  If you would like to be 
included in either the Prayer Chain (where you would 
receive a telephone contact) or the email prayer group – 
please contact the church office.    

PASTORAL VISITS 
Please call the church office and let us know if you desire 
a pastoral visit – especially if you are going to be 
hospitalized.  If it is an emergency feel free to call Pastor 
Dave at home.   

 

COMING UP… 
• Care Center Communion 

Service – November 4th 
• FALL BACK ONE HOUR 

– the night of November 5th 
• All Saints’ Sunday – November 6th 
• Synod Junior High Youth Gathering – November 

19th and 20th 
• ELW Sunday (Celebrating the 10th Anniversary of 

the ELW) – November 20th  
• Thanksgiving Eve Worship and Pie Social –  
  November 23rd 
• First Sunday in Advent – November 27th  

MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISERS:  ALUMINUM CANS/
POINTS: There is a collection area for bagged aluminum 
cans (no used aluminum foil please) in the outdoor gar-
bage area.  We also collect COBORNS/CASH WISE 
points throughout the year—there is a collection bucket 
located outside of the office. 

VIA DE CRISTO 
Adults interested in a weekend experience that is sure to 
bring a new added depth to your faith are encouraged to 
consider attend one of the upcoming Via de Cristo week-
ends. For upcoming weekend dates and places, and addi-
tional information concerning Via de Cristo weekends, 
please check out the website at www.mnviadecristo.org or 
talk with Ardis Nelson or Pastor Dave.  

FIRST FRIDAY COMMUNION SERVICE AT ANNANDALE 

CARE CENTER   Our monthly service of Holy Communion 
will be October 7th at 1:30 pm. While this worship service 
is intended for all St. John’s members who are residents 
at the Care Center and Centennial Villa apartments, it is 
open to ALL (both residents and family and friends).  
Pastor Dave will also be leading Sunday Worship at the 
Care Center on October 9th at 1:30pm.  

  Monthly Income Monthly Expense General Fund Balance  

General Fund
(1) 

August 
2016  $31,534.85 $32,609.33 $3,961.03  

      

 
2015 

Monthly 
Average $33,801.72 $34,810.34 

  

Building Fund 
(2) 

  Monthly Mortgage Building Balance  

  $8,264.32 $9,587.00 $4,028.37  

Precious Gifts 
Preschool    

 PG Expense PG Balance  

(3)  $1,000.00 $1,510.02 $4,006.39  

Notes: 

1. For August 2016 the General Fund had $1,074.48  more in expenses than income. NOT GOOD!!   
Congregation approved budgeted expenditures for 2016 total approximately $453,000. To fund this 
budget, we need an average monthly income of $37,750 (about $8,725 per Sunday). Monthly expenses 
were under budget for the month, however income was also less than what is needed to fund opera-
tions. 

 

2. We still maintain a positive balance; our next mortgage payment will be $9,587.00. 
3. Precious Gifts Preschool balance is still positive.  

 

Remember our mission at St. John’s is supported by your talents and generous gifts.  
THANK YOU!  



Page 7 St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting    Date: September 19, 2016     Start: 7:00pm      End: 9:00pm 
Present:  Pastor Dave Nelson, Denny Abernathy, Peggy Bodell, Penny Hogberg, Nancy Berg, Matt Honsey, Bill Berry, Dave 
Hadler, Matt Treichler, Ed Mader, Jenny Aleckson, Celeste Froehlich, Kris Nelson, Shelly Mikel, Steve Miller 

TOPIC DISCUSSON ACTION 

Faith 
Talk : 

Peggy B. N/A 

Scripture 
and Pray-
er: 

Pastor Dave N/A 

Approval 
of Agenda 

Motion to Approve the September Council Agenda M/S/P 
Exec/Denny 
A. 

Secretar-
y’s Report 

Motion to Approve the August Council minutes M/S/P 
Exec/Ed  M. 

Treasur-
er’s Re-
port 

Motion to Approve the August Treasurer Report M/S/P 
Exec/Denny 

Executive 
Commit-
tee Ac-
tions: 

Pastor Dave shared some learning from the class he attended on “Supervision of Church 
Staff”.  One area of focus was staff position descriptions and the need to include functions 
and core competencies within them.  Performance evaluations would then reflect each staff’s 
ability to carry out the functions and maintain competencies.  Personal goals are also identi-
fied by staff each year during performance evaluations.  Personal goals should identify how 
each staff is going to assist with carrying out our church identified goals. Pastor Dave will 
begin to develop position descriptions for staff at St. Johns. 

N/A 

Pastor 
Dave’s 
Report 

Highlights: 
Teen Challenge:  MN Teen Challenge Choir will be at St. John’s on October 2nd. A free will 
offering will be received and St. John’s will be providing fruit and pastries between services.  
The congregation is invited and encouraged to join in this time of fellowship for them.  Motion 
to spend up to $200 on pastries, Nancy Berg to provide fruit. 
Broken Window:  One inner pane of glass is broken in the gathering area.  An estimate of 
$246.05 was received to fix the window.  Motion made to accept the estimate and proceed 
with repairing. 
New Members:  11 households will be joining St. John’s on Sunday, September 25th. 
Assemblies/Retreats:  Pastor Dave shared information from both the Church Wide Assembly 
and the Synod Council Retreat that he attended. 

  
M/S/P 
Denny A./
Kris N. 
  
M/S/P 
Denny A./
Penny H. 
N/A 
N/A 

 Unfin-
ished 
Business: 

MAP: Council discussed options as to how to move forward with deep listening sessions. De-
cision made to have Pastor Dave contact Larry Strenge from our synod staff and request that 
a small number of members of our congregation be trained to facilitate these sessions.  St. 
John’s is piloting this session so we all need to remind ourselves that it is a learning process 
and that as we work through some concerns/frustrations with the process and timelines we 
are providing “lessons learned” and hopefully a smoother path for those who follow. 
White House Sewer/Water:  Repairs are completed.  Dan Lindquist generously provided elec-
trical work free of charge which we are greatly appreciative of.  The renter’s experienced 
some inconvenience during this process and a motion was made to provide a $150 credit to 
the renter’s bill. 
White House wall repairs:  Ed Mader will continue to monitor the condition of the wall.  No 
work will be completed at this time.  A big thank you to Ed for all the time he has put into the 
White House projects. 

  
  
N/A 
  
  
  
M/S/P 
Shelly M./
Kris N. 
  
N/A 

New Busi-
ness 

Motion to extend the meeting until 8:45 p.m. 
Money and Ministry Report:  Pastor Dave shared some information from this event in Willmar.  
Specifically discussed with council was information on line item budgets, narrative budgets, 
and gift acceptance policies.  The event was video-taped so council will be informed by Pas-
tor Dave when it is available. 
2017 Budget Process:  The congregation will be invited to engage in budgeting along with the 
ministries.  The goal will be to have input by the October meeting so council can discuss and 
then recommend a budget at the December council meeting. 
Motion to extend the meeting until 9:00 pm. 
Nominating Process:  Pastor Dave will be contacting Council members whose terms are end-
ing and are eligible to continue to find out their intentions for continued service. 
Pastor Tom’s 50th Anniversary of Ordination Celebration:  Events are scheduled for October 
15th and 16th.  Pastor Dave will initiate an email with council regarding details and any actions 
needed. 

M/S/P 
Nancy B./
Denny A. 
N/A 
  
N/A 
  
M/S/P 
Nancy B./
Kris N. 
N/A 
  
N/A 

Ministry 
Updates 

  N/A 

Council 
Remind-
ers 

Faith Talk:  Matt T. 
Offering Duties:  Please be diligent about signing up for this task to alleviate the need for con-
tinued reminders.  Offering duties are a responsibility of all council members. 

  
N/A 

Adjourn- 
ment 

  M/S/P 
Kris N./Ed M. 



OCTOBER 
Greeters/ Wel-
come Center Readers Acolytes 

Coffee/Treats 

Servers 

Audio/Video 

Techs 

October 2 

8:15 

Pat & Lonnie 
Baack 

Faith Mader Ezra Smith 

Mason Boos 

  

Al & Val Gunderson 
Family 

A:   Jim Hallstrom 

V:   Denise Schultz 

 October 2 

10:30 

Milt & Meredith 
Froehlich 

Mary Iverson    Caleb Treichler 
   Carson Cooper 

  A: Arthur Kjaer 
V:  Michelle Wang 

October 9 

8:15 

Joyce Wadman, 
Diane Barkley 

Val Nelson Haley Farris, Allison 
Benjamin 

Jim & Marilyn Hall-
strom 

A:   Jim Framstad 

V:   Phyllis Framstad 

October 9 

10:30 

Scott & Lori 
Fleischacker 

Family 

DJ Welteroth Lacey Weber 
Brooke Bianchi 

Joshua & Anna Hart, 
Carleen Hart 

A:   Diane Nelson 

V:   Ethan Nilson 

October 16 

8:15 

Mona & Naomi 
Volden 

Elizabeth Hoeft Connor Wall Sam & Denny Har-
moning 

A:   Diane Nelson 

V:   Jim Peterson 

October 16 

10:30 

Aaron & Hiedi 
Hendrickson 

Family 

Peggy Bodell Nels Burd Dana & Lara Kjaer 
Family 

A:   Shelly Mikel 
V:   Luke Mikel 

October 23 

8:15 

LuVerne & Jan 
Anderson 

Sharon Herman-
son 

Lauren Campbell 
Brock Campbell 

Jeff & Kim Holmberg A:   Mike Miller 
V:   Denise Schultz 

October 23 

10:30 

Shirley Figge DJ Welteroth Alyssa Hadler 
Halle Jensen 

Alan & Tracy Knaeble 
Family 

A:  Arthur Kjaer 
V:  Michelle Wang 

October 30 

8:15 

John & Diane 
Swanson 

Bev Sorensen Alex Klatt 
Hale Davidson 

Dave & Mary 
Holmgren 

A:   Jim Framstad 

V:   Phyllis Framstad 

October 30 

10:30 

Steve & Angela 
Hagstrom Family 

Peggy Bodell Calli Hadler 
Madisyn Jacobson 

Todd & Kelley Knick-
erbocker 

A:  Shelly Mikel 
V:   Luke Mikel 

October 30 

1:00pm 

Confirmation 

Service 

--------- Jack Howard 

Madisyn Jacobson 

---------- A: 
V: Becky Unger 

Ushers 
8:15  Service 

Lonnie & Pat Baack 

Dave & Mary Holmgren 

Dan & Sue Nelson 

 

 

 

10:30  Service 

 Drew & Donna Jacobson 

Todd & Hope Sykora Family 

 

Altar Guild 

 Joyce Dahl 

Pat Larson 

WELCA Circles: 

Sarah Circle:  Monday, October 3rd at 7:00pm 

Hostess: 

Bible Study Leader: 

Rachel Circle:  Wednesday, October 12th – 9:30am 

Hostess:    Pat Sanderson 

Bible Study Leader:   Shirley Diskerud 

Mary Circle:  Wednesday, October 5th -  1:30pm 

 Hostess:   Lorraine Johnson 

Bible Study Leader:  Frieda Gunderson 

Ruth Circle:  Monday, October 10th at 2pm 

 Hostess:  Mary Iverson 

 













ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH ELCA 
331 W. Harrison St. 
Annandale, MN  55302 
Office Phone: 320-274-8827 
Office Fax: 320-274-7283 
 
Precious Gifts Preschool:                    
320-274-9722 
 
Email: ldietrich-blocker@stjohns-
annandale.org 
 

Web site: www.stjohns-annandale.org 
Office Hours: 
Monday—Friday, 8:00 am—4:00 pm 
 

 

Ministry Chairpersons: 
Children, Youth & Family 
Jenny Aleckson 
jaleckson@stjohns-
annandale.org 
 
Outreach: 
Marilyn Hallstrom 
Marilyn.hallstrom@ 
hallstromconsulting.com 
       
Worship and Music: 
                 
Support and Stewardship: 
  
 

ELCA Missionary 
Terry Jensen 
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St. John’s Staff 
 
Dave Nelson, Lead Pastor        
                     dnelson@stjohns-annandale.org  
Tom Heyd, Pastor            tjheyd@gmail.com 
Jenny Aleckson, CYF Director  
                   jaleckson@stjohns-annandale.org 
Bonnie Schmidt, Financial Administrator    
       bschmidt@stjohns-annandale.org   
Lisa Dietrich-Blocker, Administrative Asst. 
         ldietrich-blocker@stjohns-annandale.org      
Becky Unger, Worship Support Specialist     
          bunger@stjohns-annandale.org 
Orma Lou Jacobsma,  Organist  
Ardis Nelson, Contemporary Worship Leader 
            studionelson.ardis@gmail.com 
Samantha Duret, Custodian   

                      sduret@lakedalelink.net 
Robin Jacobson, Precious Gifts Director/                 
         Teacher           robin@jacobsonfarm.com 
Trisha Woods, Precious Gifts Teacher Assistant 
Nichole Abernathy, Wedding Coordinator                                                               
           nichole.abernathy@yahoo.com                           
Mark Nelson, Chancel Choir Director    
                   music2Xnelson@gmail.com  

Sunday School Superintendents: 
 Nichole Abernathy &  

Laura Eastling 

  Sunday Worship & Christian 
Education Schedule   

 
8:15 am Traditional 

9:30 Sunday School/JOLT!  
10:30 am Contemporary 


